Belonging and Committing

Kent SGM

To what do we belong? How do we commit ourselves? When we move out of our isolation and individual lives and join with a larger whole, our lives are transformed. How have you experienced this? 

Words for Gathering:
I want to be with people who submerge in the task,

Who go into the fields to harvest and work in a row and pass the bags along,

Who stand in the line and haul in their places,

Who are not parlor generals and field deserters but move in a common rhythm when the food must come in or the fire be put out.

The work of the world is common as mud. Botched, it smears the hands, crumbles to dust.

But the thing worth doing well done has a shape that satisfies, clean and evident.

Greek amphoras for wine or oil, Hopi vases that held corn, are put in museums but you know they were made to be used.

The pitcher cries for water to carry and a person for work that is real.







Marge Piercy

Sitting in Stillness
As we prepare to create and enter a sacred space, let us take a moment to sit in silence together.  

Checking-in:
Please light a candle and tell us what has been happening in your life.  The group will listen with care, but without comment; please feel free to offer support after the group meeting. If you like, you may light your candle in silence.

Theme for Reflection: Belonging and Committing

"Until one is committed, there is hesitancy, the chance to draw back, always ineffectiveness. Concerning all acts of initiative (and creation) there is one elementary truth, the ignorance of which kills countless ideas and splendid plans: That the moment one definitely commits oneself, then Providence moves too. All sorts of things occur to help one that would never otherwise have occurred. A whole stream of events issues from the decision, raising in one's favor all manner of unforeseen incidents and meetings and material assistance, which no man could have dreamed would have come his way. I have learned a deep respect for one of Goethe's couplets: 

"Whatever you can do, 

or dream you can, begin it. 

Boldness has genius, 

power and magic in it." 

W.H. Murray, The Scottish Himalayan Expedition
In responding to the following questions, know that they are your launching ground. Respond to the questions that speak to you personally or, if you’d rather, comment on the readings.

When in your life have you felt that you belonged?

How do you cross over from feeling that you are on the outside to feeling that you belong?

How has your sense of belonging called you commit?

When in your life have you wholeheartedly committed yourself?  

Where do you feel a sense of call?

tc "What calls to you to commit here? That is, where do you feel a sense of call? Do you feel a sense of call about any of your involvements here or elsewhere?"
Likes and Wishes:


Please tell us what you liked and what you wish might have been different about this meeting.
Words for Parting

Here we are to try to actualize some fragments of our ideals, to domesticate some of the shyer virtues, to grow on earth some of the heavenly graces.  In some lowly fashion we are to make this a humble porch, . . . a visible vestibule to the invisible house not made with hands.  This house is of the earth and for the earth. . . .  May we make it a workshop for the humanities, an elementary school in morals and religion, a manual training school in the integrities.  Here may the joy of open-heartedness be taught, the strength of the open mind, the piety of the open purse and the quick hand be sought. 

—Jenkin Lloyd Jones 

in the sermon dedicating his church building in Chicago, Sept. 12, 1886 

Extinguish candles
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