Taking a Stand

Kent SGM

When the small voice within calls us to take a stand, how do we respond knowing the risks of speaking out? We have all stayed silent when we might have spoken and we have all paid the price of speaking out when others would will us to stay silent. By telling these stories we can prepare ourselves for the next time that small voice calls out to us.

Words for Gathering:
At times our own light goes out and is rekindled by a spark from another person.  Each of us has cause to think with deep gratitude of those who have lighted the flame within us.—Albert Schweitzer
Sitting in Stillness
As we prepare to create and enter a sacred space, let us take a moment to sit in silence together.  

Checking-in:
Please light a candle and tell us what has been happening in your life.  The group will listen with care, but without comment; please feel free to offer support after the group meeting. If you like, you may light your candle in silence.

Theme for Reflection: Taking a Stand

I am only one

But still I am one. 

I cannot do everything, 

But still I can do something.

And because I cannot do everything

I will not refuse to do the something that I can do.

    --Edward Everett Hale

Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed it’s the only thing that ever has.—Margaret Mead

In responding to the following questions, know that they are your launching ground. Respond to the questions that speak to you personally or, if you’d rather, comment on the readings.

In each of our lives, there comes a time when we are called on to take a stand, in our families, our schools, our workplaces, even our church. In public or in private, in the political secular arena or in the religious, our conscience calls us to act.

When have you been called to take a stand?  What was at the heart of the matter for you? What happened?

What prevents you from taking a stand and what urges you to do so?

What is the price of taking a stand and what is the price of staying silent?

What do you believe is the right thing to do when called to make a stand and how do you try to live this out?

Likes and Wishes:


Please tell us what you liked and what you wish might have been different about this meeting.
Words for Parting

“Nothing could be worse than the fear that one has given up too soon, and left one unexpected effort that might have saved the world.”—Jane Addams

Extinguish candles
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