
Small Group Ministry 
 

Facilitated by Members of the Congregation 
Offered at a variety of times 

 

Participating in Small Group Ministry is one of 
the very best ways of establishing meaningful 
connections with members and friends of our 
congregation.  When you indicate that you 
would like to participate, you will be placed in 
a small group of approximately 8-12 people 
which will meet regularly from October 
through May.  We offer two different types 
of small group ministries, both of which 
provide participants opportunities to explore 
questions that matter with people who care.     
 
Our Chalice Groups provide an opportunity 
for spiritual growth through a structured 
format which includes check-ins, silence, 
readings, questions for reflection and 
structured conversation.  Chalice Groups 
works best when participants are prepared to 
listen deeply to others and to share from the 
heart.   
 
Our Food for Thought groups provide an 
opportunity for participants to share stories, 
ideas and feelings while building 
relationships.  Our Food for Thought groups 
are not as formal as our Chalice Groups.  By 
sharing a meal, participants have the 
opportunity to engage in casual conversation 
as well as reflection upon the selected 
theme. Each theme is introduced with 
readings and questions for reflection.   
 
We have brochures available describing each 
group opportunity in greater depth.  If you 
think you might like to participate in a Chalice 
or Food for Thought Group, please pick up a 
brochure or find it on our website.   
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Adult Religious Exploration: Fall 2012 Offerings 
 What Moves Us:  

Unitarian Universalist Theology 
 

Co-facilitated by Rev. Melissa Carvill-Ziemer  
and Rev. Christie Anderson 

Thursday evenings: 7pm - 9pm in  
Fessenden Hall 

September 27 – October 25 
 

This class will provide a framework for engaging 
in theological reflection, not as an intellectual 
exercise, but as a process of meaning-making 
that equips one for living in the world as a 
Unitarian Universalist person of faith.  Created 
by the Rev. Dr. Thandeka, this program explores 
the life experiences of both historic and 
contemporary Unitarian Universalist 
theologians, highlighting that which caused in 
them a change of heart, a new direction, new 
hope, and a deeper understanding of their own 
liberal faith. These workshops offer participants 
a chance to engage with and bring their personal 
experiences to bear on the very questions 
explored by each theologian in turn. The 
program offers a pathway for developing not 
only one’s own personal theology but also one’s 
deep understanding of the threads of our 
Unitarian, Universalist, and Unitarian 
Universalist theological heritage. 
 

In total, we will be offering 10 workshops in this 
series.  The first five will be this fall and the 
second five will be offered in the winter.  While 
participants may choose to attend selected 
sessions as their schedules allow, the program is 
designed to be sequential and thus those who 
attend a majority of the sessions will get the 
most from the experience.   
 
 
 

 

 

“TED” and Pizza  
 

for Teens and Adults 
Co-facilitated by Rev. Melissa Carvill-Ziemer 

and Joel Slater 
Sundays: 12:45 - 1:45 PM 

 Fessenden Hall 
October 7, November 4 & December 9 

 

TED is a non-profit organization devoted to “Ideas 
Worth Spreading.”  Though it first began as a 
conference, many people now learn about the 
organization through its online TED Talks. TED Talks are 
offered on a wide range of topics and themes by 
inspiring voices in a variety of fields.  TED Talks have 
attracted a global audience in the millions.   
 

On the first Sunday of each month (except December 
when it is the second Sunday) you are invited to join us 
for a pizza lunch and a TED talk after the second 
service.  We will choose talks that are 20 minutes or 
less in length so that we can view the talk and then 
have some conversation of our own.  It would be 
helpful to us to have some idea about how much pizza 
to order.  If you plan to attend, please drop an email to 
the church office and let us know you are coming.  We 
will put out a donation basket for the pizza, but if you 
are unable to contribute you are still welcome.  
      

 
 

The New Jim Crow 
 

Lee Brooker will facilitate a thorough discussion of 
Michelle Alexander's book, The New Jim Crow: Mass-
Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness with the aid 
of a study guide for the book developed by the 
Unitarian Universalist Association.  The class will be 
conducted in three parts, each 90 minutes in duration, 
each discussing two chapters of the six chapters of Ms. 
Alexander's book, the book about the great injustice 
done a huge segment of our society.  Anyone may 
attend any session so long as they are prepared to 
participate. Participants are expected to read the book 
in its entirety, or at least the chapters up to the point 
the group will be discussing in order to facilitate 
discussion.  Sessions will be held from 1:00 – 2:30 PM 
on three consecutive Sundays, October 14, 21, and 28 

in the Eldredge Annex.   
 

Spiritual Cinema 
 

Join us each month as we enjoy a movie together 
with a spiritual theme.  Some of the themes we 
plan to explore in our movies this year are the 
conflict of religion and science, religious 
tolerance, famous Unitarian Universalists, and 
social justice.  Each movie will be followed by a 
short discussion on the topics raised by the 
movie.  Some movies will be accompanied by a 
short, optional reading that is related to the 
movie. 
 

Please check the www.kentuu.org website each 
month for the title, date, time and location. 
 Movies will be typically hosted on Friday or 
Saturday evenings at 7 PM at the home of Dan 
Flippo or another member of the congregation. 
 Please RSVP for each event with the host of the 
event. 
 

Feel free to bring your favorite beverages and 
snacks to share.  If you would like to suggest a 
movie or volunteer to host a movie night, please 
contact Dan Flippo, djf13@cornell.edu.  Please 
note that we typically have about a dozen people 
at each movie. 
 

More information is available on our website at: 
 

http://www.kentuu.org/education/spiritual-cinema/ 
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