Earth Stewardship

Kent SGM

“We covenant to affirm and promote respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part.” Each day we face decisions that have ramifications far beyond our own lives and impact our whole planet. None of us has clean hands and each of us lives with the burden of this knowledge. By sharing our hope and despair, our stories and ideas, let us be inspired in the presence of each other that we may yet see a healed Earth. 

Words for Gathering:
We join with the earth and with each other.

To bring new life to the land

To restore the waters

To refresh the air

We join with the earth and with each other.

To renew the forests

To care for the plants

To protect the creatures

We join with the earth and with each other.

To celebrate the seas

To rejoice in the sunlight

To sing the song of the stars

We join with the earth and with each other.

To recreate the human community

To promote justice and peace

To remember our children

We join with the earth and with each other.

We join together as many and diverse expressions

of one loving mystery:  for the healing of the earth and the renewal of all life.



--U.N. Environmental Sabbath Program

Sitting in Stillness
As we prepare to create and enter a sacred space, let us take a moment to sit in silence together.  

Checking-in:
Please light a candle and tell us what has been happening in your life.  The group will listen with care, but without comment; please feel free to offer support after the group meeting. If you like, you may light your candle in silence.

Theme for Reflection: Earth Stewardship

Teach your children what we have taught our children—

that the earth is our mother.

Whatever befalls the earth befalls the sons and daughters of the earth.

If men spit upon the ground, they spit upon themselves.

This we know.

The earth does not belong to us; we belong to the earth.

This we know.

All things are connected like the blood which unites one family.

All things are connected.

Whatever befalls the earth befalls the sons and daughters of the earth.

We did not weave the web of life; we are merely a strand in it.

Whatever we do to the web, we do to ourselves…


-- Chief Seattle

When the animals come to us, asking for our help,


Will we know what they are saying?

When the plants speak to us in their delicate, beautiful language,


Will we be able to answer them?

When the planet herself sings to us in our dreams,


Will we be able to wake ourselves, and act?

--Gary Lawless

To live content with small means,

To week elegance rather than luxury,

And refinement rather than fashion,

To be worthy, not respectable, and wealthy, not rich,

To study hard, think quietly, talk gently, act frankly,

To listen to stars and birds, babes and sages, with open heart,

To bear all cheerfully, do all bravely,

Await occasions, hurry never –

In a word, to let the spiritual, unbidden and unconscious,

Grow up through the common.

This is to be my symphony.



--William Ellery Channing

In responding to the following questions, know that they are your launching ground. Respond to the questions that speak to you personally or, if you’d rather, comment on the readings.

The immensity of the damage we humans have done to our earth can lead us into despair. Where do you find hope?

For many of us, the conveniences of modern life place us in conflict with the values of stewardship of the earth. How do you experience this dilemma?

What ways does your spiritual awareness connect you to stewardship of the earth?  

Likes and Wishes:


Please tell us what you liked and what you wish might have been different about this meeting.
Words for Parting

Great Spirit, give us hearts to understand;

Never to take from creation’s beauty more than we give;

Never to destroy wantonly for the furtherance of greed;

Never to deny to give our hands for the building of earth’s beauty;

Never to take from her more than we can use.

Give us hearts to understand that to destroy earth’s music is to create confusion;

That to wreck her appearance is to blind us to beauty;

That to callously pollute her fragrance is to make a house of stench;

That as we care for her she will care for us.   Amen.


--U.N. Environmental Sabbath Program

Extinguish candles
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