Exploring the Meaning of Community
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Per the dictionary, “community” means a social, religious, occupational or other group sharing common characteristics or interests and perceiving 

itself as distinct in some respect from the larger society within which it exists. Within our Unitarian Universalist faith and our personal lives, 

community may take on a variety of meanings and importance. 

What does community mean to you?

Words for Gathering:

“We were born to unite with our fellow men and to join in community with the human race.”                                                                              ~ Cicero

Sitting in Stillness

As we prepare to create and enter a sacred space, let us take a moment to sit in silence together.

Checking-in:

Please light a candle and briefly tell us what has been happening in your life. The group will listen with care but without comment; please feel free to offer support after the meeting. If you prefer, you may light your candle in silence.

Theme for Reflection: Exploring the Meaning of Community

The concept of community comes from having something in common. A common place, interest, distinction and so on. Communities are thus a form of order. Without them, there would perhaps not be chaos but things would certainly be more chaotic. T.S. Eliot went so far as to state “What life have you if you have not life together? There is no life that is not in community.”

“He thought that, because the community represents millions of people, therefore it must be millions of times more important than the individual, forgetting that the community is an abstraction from the many, and is not the many themselves.”                                                    ~ D. H. Lawrence, author

“. . . to a poet, the human community is like the community of birds to a bird, singing to each other. Love is one of the reasons we are singing to one another, love of language itself, love of sound, love of singing itself and love of the other birds.”                                                                    ~ Sharon Olds

“We belong to the community. It is not the tailor alone who is the ninth part of a man; it is as much the preacher and the merchant and the farmer. Where is this division of labor to end? And what object does it finally serve? No doubt another may also think for me; but it is not therefore desirable that he should do so to the exclusion of my thinking for myself.”   ~ H.D. Thoreau 

“The American city should be a collection of communities where every member has a right to belong. It should be a place where every man {person} feels safe on the streets and in the house of his friends. It should be a place where each individual’s dignity and self-respect is strengthened by the respect and affection of his neighbors. It should be a place where each of us can find the satisfaction and warmth which comes from being a member of the community of man. This is what man sought at the dawn of civilization. It is what we seek today.”

                                             ~ Lyndon B. Johnson, 36th President of the U.S.

In responding to the following questions, know that they are only a launching ground. Respond to the questions for discussion that speak to you, or if you prefer, comment on the readings or on your own experiences.

· Do you agree with T.S. Eliot that “There is no life that is not in community.”? Why or why not?

· Describe the most meaningful community to which you have or do belong. What characteristics made or make it so?

· How can we enhance our spiritual community?

· What are your responsibilities to the community(ies) to which you belong?

Closing Reflections:

Please share something about your experience with this session today.

Words for Parting

“Our goal is to create a beloved community and this will require a qualitative change in our souls as well as a quantitative change in our lives.”

“But the end is reconciliation; the end is redemption; the end is the creation of the beloved community. It is this type of spirit and this type of love that can transform opposers into friends. It is this type of understanding goodwill that will transform the deep gloom of the old age into the exuberant gladness of the new age. It is this love which will bring miracles in the hearts of men.”

 Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. “Facing the Challenge of a New Age,” 1956.
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