Good and Evil
Kent SGM

Much of Western philosophy, religion and psychology assume that humans are born competitive, greedy and aggressive, requiring laws and religious authority to ensure societal stability.  However, others believe that humans are born as cooperative social beings and that the evolutionary process ensures that cooperative societies have a greater likelihood of surviving.  What do you believe is the basis for good and evil behavior?     
Words for Gathering:

“Anger, violence, and aggression may certainly arise, but I think it’s on a secondary or more superficial level, in a sense, they arise when we are frustrated in our efforts to achieve love and affection. They are not part of our most basic, underlying nature.  I feel that human nature is fundamentally gentle and compassionate.”


  Dalai Lama from The Art of Happiness

“The real problem is in the hearts and minds of men.  It is not a problem of physics but of ethics.  It is easier to denature plutonium than to denature the evil from the spirit of man.”


Albert Einstein

Sitting in Stillness
As we prepare to create and enter a sacred space, let us take a moment to sit in silence together.  

Checking-in:
Please light a candle and tell us what has been happening in your life.  The group will listen with care, but without comment; please feel free to offer support after the group meeting. If you like, you may light your candle in silence.

Theme for Reflection: 

“Evil is unspectacular and always human, and shares our bed and eats at our own table.”


W. H. Auden
Two Wolves 
One evening an old Cherokee told his grandson about a battle that goes on inside people. 
He said, "My son, the battle is between two "wolves" inside us all. 
One is Evil. It is anger, envy, jealousy, sorrow, regret, greed, arrogance, self-pity, guilt, resentment, inferiority, lies, false pride, superiority, and ego. 
The other is Good. It is joy, peace, love, hope, serenity, humility, kindness, 
benevolence, empathy, generosity, truth, compassion and faith." 

The grandson thought about it for a minute and then asked his grandfather: 
"Which wolf wins?" 
 
The old Cherokee simply replied, "The one you feed."

In responding to the following questions, know that they are your launching ground. Respond to the questions that speak to you personally or, if you’d rather, comment on the readings.

What do you believe is the source of goodness?  What do you believe is the source of evil?
Is the definition of an “evil act” subjective?  Can it vary from one culture to another?

What motivates people to engage in good deeds and what motivates people to commit wrong?

Is our first UU principle (which pertains to the worth and dignity of all human beings) challenged by someone who commits a horrific act?
Are humans capable of existing together without resorting to violence toward one another?

Likes and Wishes:


Please tell us what you liked and what you wish might have been different about this meeting.
Words for Parting

“Men are like plants; the goodness and flavor of the fruit proceeds from the peculiar soil and exposition in which they grow. We are nothing but what we derive from the air we breathe, the climate we inhabit, the government we obey, the system of religion we profess, and the nature of our employment.”


Michel Guillaume Jean De Crevecoeur (1735–1813)
Extinguish candles
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